90                       GEORGE OF SPIRES

others were reduced to eating the flesh of the
native porters. The remnant reached the banks
of a river which they could not cross. Seeing
some canoes coming down with provisions, they
made piteous signs for help. The natives in the
canoes, moved by compassion, came to them and
gave them food. The wretches stabbed the man
who was landing provisions for them, and seized
the canoe. After three years the survivors reached
Coro.

The next German G-overnor of Venezuela was
George of Spires, who expected to find populous
cities and fertile cultivated lands in the dense
forest of the Amazonian basin. He set out from
Coro with 300 foot and 100 horse, and after waiting
several months for the inundations to subside,
he directed his march to the south. In the second
rainy season he was encamped on the banks of the
Opia. The lofty mountains, the land of the Chib-
chas, were in sight to the westward, but luckily
the idea of George of Spires was to find a new
Peru to the south, so this danger was averted.
They pushed onwards, suffering terribly from hard-
ships of every kind until August 1536, when they
thought they had got definite news of a rich country
to the south. It was quite illusory, and at length,